AP Biology Summer Homework-2017
Welcome to AP Biology!

I am very excited to be teaching this class. It will be a lot of hard work, for both of us, but anything worth doing is always a lot of hard work. Throughout this year, you will learn about biology at such a higher level than you ever thought possible. You all have the necessary background for this class, believe in yourself, do what I ask, and you will be successful. 

Items you will need in order to complete the summer homework:

· Check out from the library: Principle of Life by Hillis, et al
· Purchase: 5 Steps To A 5: AP Biology (Purchase the most current edition that is available at the time of purchase. It is not necessary to wait for the 2018 edition.) 
· Optional Purchase: Another AP Test Prep Book. Barron’s is a good one.

All assignments can be turned in early. In fact, I encourage it! However, late assignments will not be awarded any points. 
	Timeline



	Assignment
	Due Date
	Points Possible

	1: Letter of Introduction
	*SUNDAY, June 25th

	5

	2: Discussion Forum Post 
	*SUNDAY, July 2nd
	5

	3: Biology Diagnostic Test
	*MONDAY, August 28th

	5

	4: Biology Book Guided Readings
	Thursday, September 7th
	10

	5. Experimental Design

	Thursday, September 7th
	15


*NOTE: ASSIGNMENTS #1-3 ARE DUE DURING THE SUMMER, NOT THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!
Assignment #1

Letter of Introduction

Your first assignment is to successfully send an e-mail to me. The purpose of this assignment is for me to get to know you better, examine some of the challenges you might be facing in the way of time management, and to give me your email address. I communicate a lot via email throughout the year. Please use the email address you consistently check. This is probably NOT your etusd email.  

Due Date: Sunday, June 25, 2017 
Mrs. Quick’s email address: mrsquickshs@hotmail.com or quick.stephanie@tusd.org
Draft an e-mail using the following rules:

1. Use clearly written, full sentences. 

2. Make the subject: AP Bio: <Insert Your Name Here> (do not include the brackets)

3. Introduce yourself (your name) and tell me a little bit about yourself, like:

· What do you like to do (hobbies, sports, interests, etc.)?

· What kinds of activities are you involved with in school?

· Do you do any volunteer work? 

· Do you have a job?

· What are you looking forward to the most in AP Biology?

· What are you most anxious about in AP Biology?

My response to your email will include the following:

· Enrollment Key for eTUSD

· Assigned Scenario for Assignment #5
NOTE: If you email me and don’t hear back within a few days, contact me again. I usually respond within 24-48 hours. 

Assignment #2
Discussion Forum Post
Once you have been submitted you letter of introduction, I will send you the enrollment key for the class on eTUSD.  We will be using eTUSD a lot in this class during the school year and for you to gain access to your summer homework. Thus, it is important to make sure you have successfully added yourself to the course. The purpose of this assignment is to post a response to the question I posed in the discussion forum and for you to see who else is taking this class with you in the fall. Complete the following steps to successfully add yourself to AP Biology:

Due Date: Sunday, July 2, 2017
1. Go to www.etusd.org
2. Enter your username. It is your student ID #

3. Enter your password. 
4. Click on My Courses 
5. Click on All Courses
6. Click on South High School, Science
7. Click on Biology A.P. – Quick, South High
8. Type the enrollment key I gave you.

9. Go to the Introduction Discussion Forum. Post a response to the question I posed.
Assignment #3
Biology Diagnostic Test
For this assignment you will have had to have purchased 5 Steps To A Five, AP Biology. The purpose of this assignment is for both of us to identify what you already know about biology and areas that we will need to focus more on. This test is not worth any points. You will get credit just for submitting your reflection paragraph about your scores.

Due Date: Monday, August 28, 2017
Directions:

1. Locate and take the diagnostic test. The time limit is 45 minutes and please try to adhere to that time limit as best as possible. Do not use any outside resources when you take this test. You can write directly in the book as you will not be turning in your answers. The answers are found immediately after the test. Don’t look at the answers because we both want to know how much you actually know. There are some areas I don’t expect you to know anything. Don’t worry about your score.

2. Once you have completed the test, score your work. As you do this, note the chapters the questions are in reference too. There are 4 questions that deal with each chapter.

3. Write a reflection paragraph in Word that addresses the following:

· What did you think of the diagnostic exam? 

· How many questions did you get correct?

· What areas were your strengths? (I would say it was strength if you received 3 out of 4 per chapter or better correct.) 
· What areas were your weaknesses? (I would say it was a weakness if you received a 1 out of 4 or less correct) 

· What areas were you even? (You had half the answers correct.)

· Are you surprised with any areas? Explain. 

Submit your reflection paragraph to the Reflection Paragraph drop box in eTUSD
Assignment #4
Biology Book Guided Reading Questions
For this assignment, you will need to check out the class text book Principles of Life by Hillis, et al from the library. We have a lot of material to cover in this class and it will be helpful if you have done the readings for the first chapters we are going to cover. There will not be a test on this material until a few weeks into the year after we have gone over them in class.

Due Date: Thursday, September 7, 2017 (Bring them with you the first day of school.)

Directions: 

1. Download the guided reading questions from eTUSD for both chapters 2 and 3. 

2. Read Chapters 2 & 3 and complete the questions as you read. All answers must be handwritten on a separate sheet of paper. DO NOT put your answers for both chapters together.

Assignment #5
Experimental Design

The basis of all science is observation, hypothesis, and investigation. We will be completing at least 8 major labs in this course. The labs are very important because you are required to answer both multiple choice and essay questions about them on the AP Exam. Many times the essay questions ask that you design your own experiment. The purpose of this assignment is to get you in the habit of thinking about the elements involved in a good laboratory experiment and to introduce you to the writing aspect of this class.

Due Date: Thursday, September 7, 2017 (Brought with you the first day of school.)
Directions: 

1. Download and print out the Handout: Planning an Investigation from eTUSD. Read the handout and answer the questions directly on the handout. This handout describes general elements involved in designing an experiment. Keep these ideas in mind as your complete your experimental design for your assigned scenario. REMEMBER: You were assigned a scenario based on successfully emailing me for the first assignment. 

2. Open the Handout: Experimental Design Problems in eTUSD. Read about your assigned scenario.

3. Typed and using complete sentences, design (in writing only) an experiment that would successfully test the hypothesis described in your assigned scenario. Address the following points in your response:

· Purpose of the experiment

· Hypothesis of the experiment

· Variables: Controls, Dependent, and Independent

· Control Group (This is the group you are comparing your results against.)

· Description of the experimental set up

· Describe the data you will gather (include units of measurement if appropriate)

4. Bring BOTH your answers to the Planning an Investigation handout and your assigned experimental design write up with you to the first day of class. 

